
 

FAQs about Baptism & Godparents/Sponsors & Quinceañeras  

If my child has only recently turned 7 can they still be baptized without any sacramental 
preparation?  

No. The allowance to baptize infants without sacramental preparation is based on the 
importance of Baptism for your child’s eternal salvation. Your child should be baptized 
as soon after they are born as possible, and the vows that an older person would make 
at their own baptism are made for the infant by their parents and godparents. If they 
have already reached their 7th birthday without being baptized, they are no longer 
considered an infant because they are capable of making their own baptismal vows, 
and they must be prepared in order to make those vows properly and with 
understanding.  

Can a person close to me or my child serve as a godparent or Confirmation sponsor for 
my child even though they are civilly but not sacramentally married, or they are living as 
if they were married prior to marriage?  

No. The role of godparents and Confirmation sponsor is to ensure a child is brought up 
in belief and practice of the faith. The most important way this is done is by example. If 
a person is in a living situation in contradiction to the Church’s moral teaching, they are 
most welcome at St. Benedict Church and are encouraged to contact the priests of the 
parish to take the necessary steps to returning to Communion with Christ and the 
Church. However, they may not take on the responsibility of raising another person in 
the faith until they have conformed their own life to the commandments of Christ 
concerning marriage and family life.  

If my daughter has not received one or more of her Sacraments, and it is too late for her 
to receive those Sacraments before her 15th birthday, can she receive her Sacraments 
more quickly or receive them after her Quinceañera celebration?  

No. The point of a Quinceañera celebration is for a young woman to renew her 
commitment to her faith in the presence of God and her family as a mature young adult. 
If she has not been fully initiated in the faith, she cannot possibly renew her commitment 
to her faith as a mature Catholic. The highest priority for a girl in her teenage years who 
has not received her Sacraments is to do so as soon as possible by enrolling in 
Religious Education. The Sacraments are not a means of celebrating a Quinceañera; 
the Quinceañera is a means of renewing a girl’s sacramental commitments. Apart from 
its sacramental meaning, the Quinceañera loses its religious nature, and in that case 
should be celebrated in a more appropriate venue for such ceremonies (hotel ballroom, 
restaurant, etc.). (Please note: A renewal of baptismal promises celebrated in the 
style of a Quinceañera may be celebrated at St. Benedict even after a girl has 
turned 16, as long as she has fulfilled all the requirements for the celebration of a 
Quinceañera stated above)  


