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January 21, 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians of St. Walter and St. Benedict Schools,  
 
On behalf of the Archdiocese of Chicago, I am writing to inform you a decision has been made to 

unify St. Benedict and St. Walter Schools at the end of the current academic year. The new school, 

which will be known as St. Walter-St. Benedict School in the interim, will operate on two campuses 

as one school under one principal. Grades K-4 will be conducted at the St. Walter campus while 

grades 5-8 will be at the St. Benedict campus. Preschool will be offered at the St. Benedict site, with 

a decision on the St. Walter site based on parent interest. 

As you may be aware, both schools on their own have faced challenges with declining enrollment 
and finances in recent years. Unifying the schools enables us to avoid closures by streamlining 
operations and trimming costs, while also providing the school classroom space to grow at each 
grade level.   
 
I recognize this news presents you and your family with challenges. We are committed to making the 
transitions caused by this unification as easy as possible.  
 
We realize you may have questions. Your principal will be available in the coming weeks to answer 
your questions and assist in registering for the 2021-2022 school year. School re-enrollment will be 
very important to complete as early as possible to ensure that this new model is sustainable. 
 
I commend the dedicated leaders, faculty and staff of Sts. Benedict and Walter Schools for their 
tireless work to foster an academically rigorous and faith-filled community. Both schools 
have provided a strong education to generations of young men and women, helping them develop 
intellectually, physically and spiritually.  
 
Please know we remain committed to your children’s Catholic education and will do everything we 
can to assist you in the days, weeks and months ahead. I am praying for you, your family and the St. 
Benedict School and St. Walter School communities. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

 
Jim Rigg, Ph. D. 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
Archdiocese of Chicago 


